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Joint School Cultural and English
Learning Study Tour to Scotland

35 student representatives from 6 different Tung Wah secondary schools accompanied by
2 principals and 6 teachers went on a memorable trip to Scotland. The study tour aimed to
arouse students’ interest in learning English, and broaden their horizon through exploring the
education in Scotland and experiencing the cultural differences in an English-speaking country.

V&A Dundee DeS|gn Museum and the Edinburgh
v - ~a
Castle |mpressed us upon'our arrivaim

students'are ready to'share'what they We visited'the National Museum'of == Group'photo'outside'the'St Machar's™
have experienced and learned with new Scotland on Day 5, which is a treasure Cathedral
friends met from different schools on chest to explore the natural world and
Day 4. the history of human beings.

ulll 1 l pa i g
'So glad.to'meet:thelCon
Zhang and his team

journey y and marks down a sweet
memory.
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This is the first time | have left my hometown to travel to a foreign country.
While | appeared calm on the outside, | was actually quite apprehensive
about unexpected events both during my journey to the UK and my time
there. Fortunately, | was able to watch three English films on the flights.

Just got off the plane and exited the airport, | could see the bright blue sky
without any clouds, which filled me with anticipation for the days ahead.

Since the time difference between the UK and Hong Kong is 7 hours,
when | was on the coach, | was extremely sleepy, but the beautiful scenery
outside the window dispelled my drowsiness. Enjoying a local Western-
style lunch initially left me with a positive impression of the local cuisine.
Unfortunately, after experiencing repetitive breakfasts and some dishes
with strange flavours, | found myself continuously eating bread with
butter, leaving me extremely hungry after each meal.

However, the small towns and rural areas in the UK are truly enchanting!
The expansive and beautiful scenery appears almost surreal, as if it
were lifted from a film. The experiences that left me with the deepest
impressions were the visit to the National Museum of Scotland, Islander
Handbag DIY and our visit to the China Embassy in Edinburgh, where I had
the pleasure of meeting Mr. Zhang and his team.

At the National Museum of Scotland, | began my visit with the wooden
sled, followed by an exploration of the evolution from steam-powered
trains to maglev technology, capturing numerous photographs of the

TANG Tsz Lam, Iris

When | arrived in Scotland, | was excited because
this was my first time going to the UK. Edinburgh,
the capital of Scotland, serves as its political,
economic, and cultural hub, embodying a rich
history and charm. Among its many landmarks,

Edinburgh Castle stands as the oldest fortress in

Scotland, having served as a royal stronghold since the 6th century AD.

It stands on the top of extinct volcanic rock in the middle of the city,
overlooking the city of Edinburgh from a high view. From every corner of
the city center, you can see Edinburgh Castle, which has become a spiritual
symbol of Edinburgh and even Scotland.

We visited many universities and the university that impressed me was
the University of Edinburgh. When | visited the University of Edinburgh,
| was deeply attracted by the strong academic atmosphere exuded by

The first portrait was captured on the afternoon of my second day in
Scotland, which was the first full day following my arrival, at the National
Museum of Scotland. My senior schoolmate and | posed in an exhibition
hall adorned with proportion-distorting mirrors that visually compressed
human figures into flattened shapes. The unsettling allure stemmed from
the disparity in perspective-while one's reflection might appear relatively
normal from one vantage point, a companion could simultaneously
observe a grotesque distortion resembling a mythical creature from their
angle. The mirror installation consists of multiple panels that entirely
cover two walls. Approximately four distinct types of mirrors create various
visual effects. Some mirrors vertically compress reflections, producing a
comical dwarfing effect reminiscent of the Minions characters, while others
horizontally elongate human figures into slender, noodle-like silhouettes.

The diverse distortions encompass complex surfaces that show body sizes
and concave lenses that produce funhouse-style illusions. This interactive
exhibit invites visitors to witness their reflections transformed into absurd
shapes, ranging from short, cartoonish figures to dramatically elongated
versions that appear nearly two meters tall. Notably, the interplay between
the different mirror types crafts a mosaic of distorted perspectives across

FONG Wai, Dan

exhibits along the way. Additionally, | had the
opportunity to attempt operating a generator
and encountered a chicken with partially white
feathers resembling 'Kun,’ which was quite
fun!

The sophisticated and elegant ambiance took

my breath away, so for the materials of the bag | made for the first time, |
chose some traditional colors. However, I finally chose a more suitable color
and successfully completed the installation of the bag. | then returned to
the hotel to the hotel, carrying the handbag which had cost £ 55.

When | visited the Consulate General, | felt the warmth of ‘home’. When
we were practicing the song ‘My Motherland and 1" in chorus, the teachers
asked us to try our best to put on a big smile. However, during the actual
performance, | found myself smiling truly from the heart, filled with
gratitude for the opportunity to be there. On the day prior to my departure
from the UK, | also took a photograph with the bus driver who had
accompanied us throughout our journey, marking a fitting conclusion to
this trip.

On the plane back to Hong Kong, | watched 5 Chinese movies as | missed
home. Upon departing from the Hong Kong airport, I refrained from saying
goodbye to my new friends, such as Jason, knowing that we would likely

become strangers after that day...... J J

this institution. The University of Edinburgh is located in the heart of
Edinburgh. It blends with the history and culture of the city to create a
unique charm. As | entered the campus, the first sight to greet me was
an ancient and dignified building, known as Old College. It stands as a
symbol of enduring love, etched with a long history, seems to narrate the
glory of the past through each brick and stone. Here, | feel the solemnity of
academics and a profound sense of history.

On our final day, we also visited Loch Ness, and the weather was splendid.
We strolled along the path beside the loch, enjoying its breath-taking
scenery. | even found myself searching for the elusive water monster.
Overall, this experience in Scotland left a lasting impression on me. The
landscapes | encountered are filled with the rich history and culture of
Scotland, offering me invaluable insights. If given the opportunity, | hope
to return to Scotland once more.

YIM Ka Ying, Karen

the walls, effectively transforming
the space into a surreal funhouse
environment where typical human
proportions are entirely subverted
through optical illusions.

The second landscape photograph

captures the inviting interior of a fish-and-chip shop we visited a few
days earlier. This establishment served what I firmly believe to be among
the finest fried potatoes in Britain-golden, crispy exteriors giving way
to feather-light, steaming interiors that redefined chip perfection. The
ambiance further enhanced the experience, featuring warm wooden
furnishings complemented by framed vintage advertisements against
large windows that framed quintessential British streetscapes. The laughter
of patrons mingled with the comforting sizzle from the open kitchen,
creating a multisensory portrait of British culinary culture.

Both images, although strikingly different in subject matter, capture my
travel memories through unique sensory impressions-one through playful

visual illusions and the other through comforting British food. JJ Q



‘Be A Global Citizen (London Study Tour)-
English Ambassador Training P-rogrom?\e
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TWGHS C Y Ma Memorial College
. London Study Tour 2023/2024

14-28 July 2024

Matilda Musical Experience M
The highlight of the day was the Matilda Musical, where students were captivated el
by the cast's outstanding performances, deepening their appreciation for the arts

and enriching their cultural experience in London.

British Quiz Night

One evening, students participated in a British quiz night, testing their
knowledge of British culture. The quiz featured famous images of British ' "'il, '
singers, films, and landmarks, providing a fun and educational experience. Z

Students made f;rj\ends
from Turkey

Walking Tour in Central London

On another occasion, students embarked on a walking
tour in Central London. Their itinerary included visits
to Big Ben, Westminster Abbey, and Buckingham
Palace.

v

TWGHs € Y Ma Memorial College
_London Study Tour 2023/2024

Visit to the British Museum

Students visited the British Museum, one
of the largest museums in the world. With an
impressive collection of eight million artefacts,
they were thrilled to explore as much as they could
in the allotted three hours.

Xt
TWGHs G Y Ma Memorial College
London Study Tour 2023/2024

14.-28 July 2024

" \Visiting the British Museum




Full-Day Walking Tour in Cambridge

Students toured Cambridge, one of the UK's oldest

Throughout this experience, I learned
a great deal. During our more than ten
days of accommodation, we made our
own beds, washed our clothes, and
tidied up our rooms, which taught me
valuable lessons in independence. In
our English classes and outings, | gained
insights into local British customs and
habits, and | made many friends from
around the world, including Turkish
students.

I had a wonderful time bonding with
my classmates. We supported each
other, creating a warm and friendly
atmosphere. The tour guides and local
teachers incredibly welcoming, leading
us to various attractions while sharing

Walking Tour Along the Thames River

Students explored the River Thames, enjoying the Tate Modern's art
collection. They admired iconic bridges, including London Bridge, and
ended the day with a scenic cruise back to Greenwich.

Student’s sharing:

Cheng Wen Hui Ella

As my stay progressed, | gradually
shed the discomfort I initially felt upon
arrival. | began to embrace British
culture, appreciating the warmth and
relaxation of the people, as well as the
unique architectural styles and beautiful
landscapes. The houses here resemble
something out of a fairy tale, capturing
my heart. These memories will become
treasured experiences that | will cherish
forever.

Students toured Cambridge, one of the
UK's oldest universities, and learned
about its rich history. Inspired by Sir
Isaac Newton's legacy, many took
photos with the famous apple tree
associated with his story.

universities, and learned about its rich history. Inspired
by Sir Isaac Newton's legacy, many took photos with the
famous apple tree associated with his story.

g‘ During our fourteen-day study tour, | learned a great deal about
various subjects. Firstly, my English improved significantly. | attended
classes with students from different countries, which encouraged me
to actively communicate with foreigners in both academic and daily
life. This interaction boosted my confidence, and | genuinely enjoyed
the class content and daily activities. Immersed in an English-speaking
environment, | gradually became more comfortable with everyday
conversations and even found myself engaging in playful chats with my

peers.

Secondly, I gained valuable insights into British history and local culture.
We visited numerous museums and historical buildings that | had never
encountered in China. One memorable moment was when our guide took
us to the tree that is said to have inspired Newton's discovery of gravity;
although the tree we saw was a descendant of the original, it felt special

g

A

insights about local history.

LX)

Li Ruijie Matthew

to stand there. We also explored iconic landmarks like London Bridge and
Big Ben, and seeing these familiar images from books come to life was
truly breathtaking.

The British Museum was another highlight, showcasing artifacts from
various countries, including exquisite jade from China. | was particularly
moved by the serene atmosphere of the churches we visited, where the
magnificent statues left a lasting impression on me. Additionally, our
trip on the Brighton i360 allowed me to see the entire city from above,
revealing beautiful buildings and the vast ocean.

Finally, | thoroughly enjoyed the weather and lifestyle in the UK, as they
provided a refreshing and relaxing change from my usual routine. Overall,
this study tour was an enriching experience that | will cherish for years to
come.
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WGHs Joint Secondary Schools
gingopore English Summer Camp

Five of our students recently participated in the TWGHs Joint Secondary
Schools Singapore English Summer Camp to immerse themselves in an
engaging, English-rich environment. At Singapore Management University
(SMU), students engaged in interactive public speaking workshops. By
mastering elements like body language and vocal variety, they dramatically
boosted their confidence in speaking English.

Learning extended beyond the classroom through immersive excursions.
In Chinatown, students explored historical landmarks, gaining insight into
Singapore’s multicultural heritage. At Maxwell Food Centre, they stepped
out of their comfort zones to practice English while ordering local street
food. Finally, marveling at Gardens by the Bay's supertrees inspired deep
reflection on environmental sustainability and visionary urban planning.

Lam;SingTungRenee

First, | am truly grateful to our school for providing us with this invaluable overseas learning
opportunity. During this Singapore study tour, | gained deeper insights into the country’s
unique culture and rich history.

In addition, | acquired valuable public speaking skills through the lessons held at SMU. All
the tutors were warm, encouraging and supportive of every one, which made the learning
experience even more meaningful.

Most importantly, | had the chance to meet many new friends from different TWGHs
secondary schools. We shared our thoughts and created precious memories together. This
eye-opening journey has given me countless unforgettable experiences and lifelong Iessonsa

‘ ‘ Srisakda Kornrawee Bella
L

his was my first time participating in a TWGHSs study tour. During the seven /( \\
days we spent in Singapore, we visited many wonderful and memorable
places.

The most challenging part of the trip was attending the public speaking ok —
course at SMU. Not only did we have to speak in front of people we had BOE
never met before, but we also had to prepare two group projects within a
short period of time after returning to the hotel each day.

Overall, | truly enjoyed the experience of learning outside Hong Kong.
It broadened my horizons and allowed me to grow in confidence. | will
definitely apply for more study tours in the future, and | highly encourage
you to join as well!
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5] 55 + 2443 9833

5 EB : maill @cyma.edu.hk
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