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Achievements:

e The English learning and teaching curriculum for S1-S3 is revised and some classes adopted the word
study strategies effectively in the classrooms. To help bridge students to more advanced levels and more
difficult learning tasks, a set of new English writing paper with rubrics was developed and a series of
writing textbooks were adopted to assist junior form students to get familiar with the writing assessment
requirements and criteria in the public exam.

e Most of the English lessons were conducted in a ‘student-centred” mode, and many learning activities and
tasks are carefully designed to meet students’ needs, which encouraged and maximised the opportunities
for students to apply and acquire the language through reading, writing, listening and speaking tasks.

e The majority of S3 students showed good attitude and attendance towards the practices and they realised
the importance of the TSA. Regular classroom practice, after-school tests and Saturday tests were held to
get students familiar with the formats and question types of the assessment tasks and to equip them with
the essential skills and knowledge in attempting those tests. Such practices were important to build up
students’ confidence and ability when taking public tests and exams.

e The Read Aloud programme is designed to cater for learner diversity through reading levelled books,
especially using Raz-Kids. Over 60% of students liked the Read Aloud Programme and found it practical
and helpful for their English vocabulary building.

e The use of iPads for Read Aloud lessons was set up as a routine for Forms 1-3 in Term 2, which helped
motivate students to learn in a more interactive way. The introduction of Schoology successfully made
our students learn actively outside classroom. They enjoyed recording a piece of short speech and
published it through different e-Learning platforms.

e The school English drama team, which was composed of all forms of students, performed an English
Musical in the 20" Anniversary Celebration ceremony and the The Hong Kong Schools Drama Festival
(HKSDF). Students gained confidence to speak loudly and confidently on stage. Their performance was
well-received by the audience and got 4 awards from HKSDF: Award for Outstanding Stage Effect,
Award for Outstanding Cooperation and 2 Awards for Outstanding Performer.

e The English panel has re-examined the curriculum and assessment which cater for learning diversity with
the help of The Quality School Improvement Project supported by the CUHK. Lesson observations and
introduction of an interactive approach in teaching has strengthened teachers’ professional development
and subject development. Teachers, especially junior forms teachers, gained many teaching strategies to
handle different learners’ needs and design differential curriculum to cater learning diversity.

e A new booklet named ‘English Learning in C. Y. Ma’ was produced with the effort of the whole English
panel. The booklet highlights the various English teaching and learning activities which our English panel
have conducted in the recent few years. It gives a chance for our panel to review all learning activities that
we have conducted. 3,000 copies have been printed for promotional purpose and the intended target
readers are potential students and parents from primary schools.




Reflection:

Teachers have to ensure student-centred learning is a key consideration when planning lessons, and let
students be responsible for their own learning while teachers being the facilitators along the process.
Classroom activities should be more closely linked with the learning objectives.

A more challenging curriculum can be set for elite class in junior forms so as to bridge the gap between
junior and senior curriculum. The theme-based learning has limited students’ exposure in their English
learning, extra vocabulary building is needed in junior curriculum development.

Teachers have to promote classroom routines, such as asking students to prepare for the lessons, setting
clear learning objectives, applying what they have prepared during the lessons, note-taking and
consolidating students’ learning through sentence making and/or other learning tasks.

Basic requirements of learning tasks and homework assignments should be clearly stated in the scheme of
work for each form, including dictation, writings, written assignments, integrated tasks, news
commentary, reading comprehension, book report, vocabulary and sentence making and project-based
learning.
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